SEED ACT 1976

GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
PEDERAL SEED CERTIFICATION DEPARTMENT
MINISTRY OF FOOD. AGRICULTURE & CO-OPERATIVES



ACT O NO XN o 976

WherLas iU s expediemt to v Lide for co - ing and regulating the quality
ol sceds of various varictics of ¢y wid fof ceunanecied therewith:

Axd wHLrias the Provinest Acscesblios of tie Puniab. Sind, the North-West
Frontier Province and Baluchistan have passed rese’utions under Article 144 of the
Constitution of the iskumic Repubiic of Pakisan io the effect that Parliament may
by law regulate and contral tive Guality of sceds of variots varieties of crops ;

I i:-,bll:.‘f'ch_\ ciacted as folov.
PREDINMINARY

I, Short title, extesi and covzmeacement, -(1) Tnis Act may be called the Seed
Act, 1976.

(2) It exteads to the whole Pakistan.
(3) 1t shall come into foree 2L once.

2. Defiaitions.—In this Act, unless there is anxthing repugnant in the subject
or contcxl,— :

(a) “approved sced” mecans sced true to specics .approved by the Féderal

Sced -Certification Agency :

(h) “basic seed™ means sead produced by an organization set up by a Proviacial
G¢ rernment for the irpose
“certified secd™ means seed certitiecd v the Federal Seed - Certification
Ageney :
(/) “Federal Seed Ceruie

Agzney éstat hed v

-~

e

cation Ageney”™ means the Federal Sced Certification
rosection M :

() *Natic stration Agency™ means the National Registration Ageney
ostabli. ler scction 7 :

() “post-contro!™ mean o trial to check on varictal authanticity and purity
of the vertified seee :

(/) “pre-basic seed” mea sved of high geneiic poity produced by a plant
breeder :

(B Uprescind” i oocieed yoaades <

(h) “Provincial Seed Council™ means a Provincial Sued Council established
under scction 9 ;
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() “retcasd veiziy Sty b
srovwing it a Proveace s sporonad by he Provine

(o) “ruley” means rules made wrder this Act :
(e “seed” mczns any oF the folowiing clisses of seeds usod Tor suwing oF plaat-
mg ninly---
(i) Soeds of foed crops inddoding cdible vil seod and seeds ¢f fruts  and
vegetabies

iy cotton seed ¢

Lo fudder: aad tabers, bulis, thizomes. Toots,
cuttings all wwpes of aralls and oiher vegatatively propogated material
of foad crops or indder.
{gd ~Soed Analyst™ means a Seal Analyst appointed under section 17
(r} ~Sccd Cerutication Offar™ means a Seed Certilication Officer appointed
undcr section 185
ts) “Sevd Inspxtor”™ mains a Sexd fnspacior appointed under section 19 ;
J) Tsevis” means'a group of pimts 1cpteenting a crop known by a common
aame, such as, wheat, paidv an.i catlon belonging to one species sub-species
or fornus ; and
(e) “variety™ means o group of plants belonging to a species wirich for cropping
peEmpose is coasidered as an sdividual unit and can be distingmished from
ollxr varicls of the same species.
3. Etablishrmnt of Nafisual Sesd Comcil.—As soon as may be afier the com-
wuncemient.of this 2 the Federal Government shafl establish & Matiosa) Secd

Couancil nodet the Chuirmanghip oPlbe Federal Minister-in-Charge of Agviculture
for tbe performance of such funQtions as may be entrusted to it under this Act

4. Fuartions of th: Natioaa Seed Cowncil. —The functions of the National Sced
Couacil inter~liz shit be-
() to advise on policy for the dé\dopmcn'«, operation and regulation of the
Provincial soed industries :
{ii) to muintain 2 watch oa the opaaation of the provisions of this Act ;
téi) 10 guide in administering the saxd quality control service ;
(i) to diget iniition of Provincal Sced . Projects :
{r) (o ensiire and protect investment in the seed industry ;
(v{) ¢ appivve and sanction sted standard: :
fvi) o regulate intcr-Proviosial sced” movement ;
() o adeds? o tmnot of weds
(1) 1 to-ondnatc nwhuphcation and supply of seeds of apricydd varitioy
the arrangemen:s for the rxsinmtenanes of rogae Fotential;
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Seed Certilication \eong
to it under this Act
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6.® Fuactions of Federai Seed Centifioation Agency.-
tion Ageney shall perform (he feithaing functions. namely —

(@) controlling the suakity of seads:

saers in sty mepnet aad sehic 10 such conditions as may

(hY registering ¢r
be prescribiad :

() ceriffication o sseids :

(Y ficld inspzction of 1 crops of rezistercd varicties and released varictics.
intended for sa Hied ¢

s bosic seed o c2

ied fur sale in arder 1o ascertain their

() samoling and tusling of
i il siatus in the prescribed

(N issuing cerdificates in resnect of seeds which meet the prescribed standards
of particular cutegory of seads :

(3) carrying out post-control irials on pre-basic, basic and certified seds ;

() sampling and analysing seed lots dejivered to the procassing plants to estab-
lish a basis for the purchase of such lots ;

(i) arranging training courses for seed Certification Officer : and
(i) providing technical and speciatist advice and assistance to the National Seed
Council m the performance of its functions.

7. Establishment of National Resistration Ageacy.—As soon as may be after
the commencament of this Act. th: Federal Government shall establish a National
Rezistration Agxn=v %~ the narformancs of such functions as may be entrusted to it

under this Act.

8. TFuncfions of “atiann! Re:iéi'“ on Agency.—The National Repistration
i}gc]{\c.\' shall perforn: the executive fanctions of the National Ssed Council and
shall :-

() conduet pre-cegistration cheeking of varfeties submitted for the purpose

ol—
{a) determining suitzbility for registration as a variety :
(5) providing definitive botanical description of crop varicties: and

() providing information on genctic suitability and adantability of varic-

Wes L

(fF) register soed varicties ofter conducting pre-regisiration  checking  under
clause (i)

(@) publish a list of remistered secd vuriedios @ and

(i) perform such other functions as the National Seed Council may entrus to i1,
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9. Istaldishment of Provinedal Seer Councti. RS RSTRRY

(o the varietics or spacies of seed apmivay tictica’ Provinc:  any
! P fa h

part thereof :

(b} the nunimum limits of gemiination aand purity st ndards ' «hich such seed
shall conform : and

(¢) the mark and labe! to indicnte that such secd consi 15 1o theé minimum
limits of germinaticnand  urity st7  Jards and the oariiculars which such
mark or iihel may contara. -

f1. Rezulation of sale of secfs of notified yvavieties aud epoeies— lo pe ™n

sha ~ sell, oft~ for salc. or adven kold in steck for ¢+ barier _r otherwise
suppty..any secd of any noiificd ; or spocies unless -

(a) such seed is identifiable arizty or speeics :

() such seed conforms to «  mmmum lim * germination . and - .urity

standar as laid down | 1 section 1C;

(¢) the container of such sead be  -ific mark and label containing correct parti-
culars thereof in the prescr bed manner @ and

(d) he complies with such oth requircments-as may be preseribed.

(3) receipt of an applizaiic: nder sub-se o (1) the  ¢eral Centificaticn
Agancy..ma -after such enguiry as it adnks fit and alzer sctisiving fiself that the seed
to which the applicati m relztes eonicrms to the minimun preseribed standards, grant
a certificate in such { rm and on such conditions as ma bhe preseribed.

al ke cffective.—{i} The

12 Period for which rcgistention and cortific »
ctive for siwh peried. not

registra’ of a erower for produ
exceedin vears. as mav bx pre
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15, Cancellation of cetitication. 1 at amy time sfter ¢ sutivation under sul-
section €3y of section 13, the Federal Seed Certitcation Agenicy is satisfied, cither on
a reference made to it in this behalf or oiheraise. that - -

(i) the certificate zranicd by it has been obtuined by wiisrepresentation or
suppression of an essentiad fact @ or

(i) the holder of the certificate has. without reasonable  cause, fuiled 10
comply with the conditions subicct 1o which the ceriiticate has been granted
or has contravencd any of the provisions of this Act or the rules.

then, "without prejudice to any other penaliy to which the holder of the certificae
may be liable under this Act. the Federai Sced Certilication Agency may. after giving
the holder an opportunity of showing cause. cancel the certificate,

16.  Appeal.—(1) Any person aggrieved by a decisicn of the Federal Sced
Certilication Agency under section 13 to cancel & certificate may, within thirty davs
from the date on which thie decision 1o cancei the certificate is communicaied to him
and on payment of such fee as may be prescribed. prefer an appeal to the Federal
Government or any other suthority as it may determine from time 1o time.

(2) On reccipt of an zppeal under sub-seciion (1\. the appellate authority shall,
after giving the appeliant an opporiurity of being he:rd, <ispese of the appeal as
cxpeditiously as possible.

(3) The order of thc appellate authority under this section shall be final.

17. Seed Analyst.—The Federai Sced Certification Agency may, by notificaticn
in.the official Gazette, appoint any oerson to be a Seed Analysi to test the quality and
purity of s:ecd prxducsd at the sced farms bclore it is given out, for, commercal
cultivation.

18. Seed Certification Officer—The Federal Seed Certification: Agency .may,
by notification in thz official Gazette, appoint such person as it thinks fit to be a:Seed
Certification Officer For such area as may be specified in the notification.

(2) A Sezd Certification Officer shall pzrform the same functions as.are assigned
to a Seed Inspector and also supervise the work:of the Sced Inspectors in the area for
which he is appointed.

19. Se2d Inspector.—The Federal Seed Certificalion Agency may, by notifica-
tion in the official Gazette, appoint such persons as it thinks fit to be Secd Inspee-
tors for such arzas as may be specifisd in e notification,

2. Power of Seed laspectors.-—-{1) A Seed inspecter may. within the areu for
which he is appoinied. inspect and take samples of zny seed in labelled contgisers
purporting to contain sced of a notified variety or species of seed from any person
producing. selling. delivering. stocking or distributing sced and send such samples
for analysis to the nearest laboratory of the Fedeial Seed Certification Agency.

(2) The S22d Inspector may-—

(¢) enter and scarch at all times. with such assisiance as he may consider neces-
sary. anv place in which he has reasen 1o believe that an offence under this
Act has been or is being committed and order in writing the persos in posses-
sion of any seed in respect of which: the offence has been or is being commisted
not to dispose of any stock of suck seed ior @ soecified period not exceeding
thirty days or. unless the allegsd offence is such tiat the defect miay be remov-
ed by the possessors of seed. seize the sioch of such seed ;




¢

Vet ! Yo -ud mn
fizs Teason to
of any offence

() exanmine aes e
any place a2
beficve ih! it v
punishab)s vnder

exervier PONLIS 43 i vy T ey ut the purposes of

(41 The pond: coni:
labelled container in w
and to dreak upen the doe

Provided that the
OWner oF any oile
refusas to open thic

or on Ring Cﬁu\..- Upcn ¢ l.() ‘(‘.

(5} Where tie Sead huzpecter fakes any action undor s
as far as possible. ¢ " iess than two nevsons of the foceity te be present at the
time when such ac 7 and iake :kheir signature on'a memorandum to ke pre-
pared in the prescribed {omm and manner.

(6) The provisions of the Code of Crintinal Procedure, 1898 (Act ¥ of 1898).
shall, so far as may be, apply te any szareh: or s2izure made under this section as they
applv to any scarch or seizure mude o he authority of 3 warrant issued under
section 98 of the said Code.

21. Procedure to bo feilowad by Seed Inspector.—(1) Whenever 2 Seed Inspec-
tor intends to take a sample from the crop of any sced of awy notified variety
or species for analhsis, he shall—

(@) give notice i writing of kis intestion o do sc to the persor from whom ke
intends 1o take sswple: 2nd
(M except in snxial cass p’axﬂ".! by sulos, tuhe three representative samples

in the ;\.':y:x'cbca rxaner and msth end scof or Qsted up each sumple in
such manner us #ts aature nermiic

sad ef Pagriaty oy epecios are taton eader

() When samp's
sub-section (11 the <oad f

{a) deliver one sampic to the porsen frem whemn 1t b boen taken -

(A) send. in the preseribad manacr. anoiber sempic for analysis to the Seed
Testing Laborator of the area within which such samplc has beer taken :
and

(c) retain the reanaining sample in the proscribed maneer for production in case
any lega! proceedings ore {aken.

g

(3} Where a Seod Inspestor mokes an order under clanse (0 of sab-section (2)
of section 20,

v he shail use 2l despatch in ascertainine wi other or not the seed contravenes
any of the sn’:mcr!xmsl id down under section 16 and. i€ it is aseeriained
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22, Report of Sc Testing 2 Laboratory shall.
as soon as may b2 ¢iter ae ree wxction 24, nn.xhs* the s.amph.
and deliver, in suc!l :'urm RIS - of the report of the result
of the analysis 10 the Seed Inspevior and ancther copy thereof 10 the person from
whom the samplc has been takea.

(2) The production in any inguiry. triel or otiwer proceedings under this Act
of a report under the hund of @ Stcd Anubyst in ihe form prescribed shall, until the
‘contrary is proved, be sufiicient to prove 1ae fucin stated therein.

(3 When any porson is acemsed of un offency under this Adt, . court may, if
it considers necsssary in the intercsi of _yusl'c and accused deposits in the court
a sum of money in accordance with the scalc prescribed. summon as a witness the’
Seed Analyst who analyscd the sample in respect of which such person is accused of
having committed an offence, and, il such purson is scquitted, any sum of money so
deposited shall be rcfunded to him.

23. Offcares and pemalty.—Whoever—
(¢) contravenes any provision of this Act or any rulc ; or

(if) prevents a Sced Certification Officer or a Seed Inspector from taking a
sample or inspecting secd under this Act : or

(iii) prevents any official from excrvising any power conferred on him by or
under this Act, shail be punishable—

(@) for the first ofence. with tine not exceeding onc thousand rupees :

(b) wherc the offence continues afier conviction, with a further fine of one
bundred rupess for cach day during which the offence continues ; and

(¢) for a subsequent ofience. w i aprisonment for a term which mav
cxtend to six months, or wii fire. or with both.

24. Power of court to under forfeitare.-—1f any p':rson is convicted of an offence
punishable under this Act in respect of o notificd varicty or spceies of sced. the
court convicting him shall further direst the: the sead shall be forfenzd 10 the Federal

overnment.

25.  Copnizance of offcace. ete.—{!" INe couri infericr to that of a Magistmte
of the first class shal! try an offence punisuedl: under this Act.
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20, Presmmption o to erder. - \Where an ocder purports to have been made
and signed by an suthoriiy w oxercise ol any power conferred by or under this Act
acourt shalt proume withiic the meaning of the Evidence At 1872 of 1872;
that such order was »o mads by that autherity.

27, lademuety.—No suit. pro-ccution or other fegal proceeding shall lic against
any person for agnthing which s i good faith done or intended 10 be done under
this Act or the rules.

28, Delegation of powers.-The Federal Government may. by notification in
the official Gazette. dinvet that all or assy of its powers under this Act or the rules
shall, in such circumistznces and ender such conditions, if any. as may be specificd
in the notilication. ¥ owraiscable o by -~

(«) & Provincial Gosernmenti @ or

() an officer or authority subordinate to tiw Federal Government.

29. Power to make rules.—(1) The Federal Government may, by netification
in the official Gazette. make rules for carrving out the purposes of this Act.

(2) In paricular and without preindice to the generality of the foregoing power,
such rules muy provide for—

(¢) the functions of the Sced Testing Laboratory ;

(/ the requiremiznts which shall be complied with by the resistered growers
or a person carrving on the business of seed production, processing or
distnbution :

(¢) the form of application for the grant of a certificate und:r section 13. the
particulars it shall contain, the fees which shall accoinpany it, the form
of e certificate and th@onditions subject to which the certificate may be
sranted

() the re +ds 1o be maintuined by a registered grower or & person carrving
on the Lusipzss referred to in sub-section (1) of section 13 and the particulars
which such records shall coniiin

{(¢) the Form and manner in which. and the fee on pavment of which, an appcal
may be preferred under section 16 ana the procedurc to be foilowed by the
appellate authority i disposing of the appeal ;

(/) the qualificatiens and dutics of a Seed Centification Offic-r ;

¢} the gualitications and duties of & Sced Inspector :

(1) the punaer i which samples may he tken by the Seed Inspector, the pro-

cedure for send uch sampies (o the Seed Testing Laboratory and the

manner ol analysing such sammpies :

the form of report of the result of the analysis under sub-section (1) of

sectton 22 and the fees pas eble i rospeet thereo! :

4

3,

S the powers and funcuows of @ Seed Analat oand
(43 any other matier whichi is 10 b or may be prosenibed.
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